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1. Setting the scene…
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Ghent: set in stone?
• 39% soil sealing (data: jaarbak 2023)

• 70% of the public domain is sealed = 25% of the sealed off surface

Houses & gardens
25%

Industry
23%

Services 10%

Commercial uses …

Transport (excl. Public 
domain) 3%

Recreation 2%

Other  10%

Public domain 
25%

Degree of soil 
sealing
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Soil sealing objectives

Spatial policy plan Flanders

By 2040: NNLT

by 2050:

• hard zoning : status 
quo compared to 2015  

• soft zoning: -20% compared to 
2015

=> Develop within existing land take, 
while limiting soil sealing. 
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AFBEELDING INVOEGEN/OPMAKEN

1 Wanneer nodig, verwijder de bestaande afbeelding 
d.m.v. de ‘Backspace toets’. Klik op het pictogram om 
een nieuwe afbeelding in te voegen (zie onderstaand 
vb) of ga naar Invoegen > Afbeeldingen.

2 Selecteer de gewenste afbeelding
en klik op ‘Invoegen’.

Invoegen

3 Klik met de rechter muisknop op de 
miniatuurweergave van de dia aan de linkerkant van 
het scherm en kies ‘Dia herstellen’.

4 Om de afbeelding te schalen of bij te snijden, ga 
naar de tab ‘Hulpmiddelen voor afbeeldingen - 
Opmaak’ en klik op de knop ‘Bijsnijden’. Schaal 
met de bolletjes de afbeelding en met de hoekjes 
het afbeeldingskader.

Bijsnijden

Indeling

Dia Herstellen

TEKSTNIVEAUS KIEZEN

Gebruik onder de tab ‘Start’ de lijstniveau-knoppen
 om een tekst niveau te kiezen. 
Kies uit:

Start Tekstniveau omhoog

Tekstniveau omlaag

1

2

3

4

Specific soil sealing objectives in Ghent
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Objective: 

15% soil desealing on a yearly basis 
in street redevelopment projects

Redevelopment of 
public domain

Hilarius Bertolfstraat
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2. Pilots 
2 examples of instruments for downzoning, densification and desealing
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Objectives:

• protection of existing green space and biodiversity values

• Increase of green space where possible

Proces: 

• initiative of spatial development service, advice or input by Parks and 

public gardens Service and Environment and Climate Service

• Long term development- strategic instrument

• new calculation method for downzoning compensation tarifs

Outcome: 

• dedicated zoning for parks and (urban) green space

• main success: prevent certain developments from taking place

Downzoning plans

RUP169: RUP GROEN

Rewild _ Ghent _Urban Greening and No Net Land Take, HOGENT, 09.12.25



>>
Rewild _ Ghent _Urban Greening and No Net Land Take, HOGENT, 09.12.25



3. Rewild 
towards a soil desealing strategy?
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How to accelerate soil 
desealing and 
greening in the city?

Research

Experiments

REWILD Long 
term  strategy

Rewild _ Ghent _Urban Greening and No Net Land Take, HOGENT, 09.12.25



Rewild _ Ghent _Urban Greening and No Net Land Take, HOGENT, 09.12.25



• ‘Koerkrakers’= the 
rewilding brigade

• Online tool to deseal 
and rewild private 
plots

• Specific activities 
towards enterprises

Private domain
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- Adopt a planting bed in the street
o Greater community engagement and ownership 

(less littering & vandalism)
o More diverse and creative plantings
o Social interaction and community building

- Encourage residents to start de-sealing 
private property

Engaging residents

Collaboration between city 
services + GMF + lessons-
learnt from research Eco-
city
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Rewilding Strategy

Ghent's 
'rewilding' 
strategy

Spatial analyses and soil 
desealing monitor

Innovative financing 
resources for soil desealing 

and greening projects

Tackling institutional
barriers and opportunities 
( processes, procedures, 

etc.)

Research of barriers and 
incentives for soil 

desealing activities by 
stakeholders / social 

justice

Soil desealing and 
greening of public 

domain

Soil desealing and 
greening on private 

property

Breekijzer

UA

HOGENT

Ghent University
HOGENT
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1. NNLT & Soil Desealing GIS-models
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Presentatietitel
2. Extra means & realise more 
with what we have? Experimenting with other ways of 

desealing (Imec-UGent)

Innovative financing models: how 
to finance NNLT and Green 
climate axis (UA)

Neighbourhood green 
maintenance teams (HOGENT)
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3. Institutional barriers & opportunities

• 5 cases selected out of a longlist of isues
• Example: defining a SMART objective on soil desealing or adressing public vs private parking 

space
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4. Fostering 
community through 
ecological concern 
and the bigger 
picture

6. Sharing and 
experiencing 
regreening to 
increase sense of 
capability

2. Focusing on gains, 
avoiding threats and 
risks

1. Adapting 
messages to people’s 
life situation and 
changes

3. Increasing 
awareness of 
consequences and 
personal impact

5. Highlighting 
advantages, offering 
solutions for 
disadvantages

4. Engaging citizens and enterprises

First outcomes- to be finetuned



5. Towards a city strategy?
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Stop additional soil sealing

Capitalise on key moments

Invest in pilot projects

Develop a financing strategy

Consolidate linking 
opportunities

Build the support basis



5. Towards a city strategy?

Limited capacity and budgets

Keep/ get everybody on board for the overall objectives: both private parties, 
different city services and departments, politics

Growing the city while keeping soil sealing at bay in a smart way

Integrating solutions in (existing?) policies and instruments
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REWILD THE CITY
rewild@stad.gent
www.rewildthecity.eu

Have a fun Tuesday!
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