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Interdisciplinair expert in de energietransitie

Think E

Think E helpt complexe energie-uitdagingen
omzetten in uitvoerbaar beleid, innovatieve
marktoplossingen en concrete impact voor
gemeenschappen in Europa en daarbuiten.

Technologisch: Praktische en innovatieve oplossingen voor complexe energievraagstukken.
Sociaal: Participatieve trajecten die mensen meenemen in de transitie.

Regulatoir: werkbare kaders en beleidsinzichten die de transitie versnellen.

Uitdagingen bij het steunen van
energlegemeenschappen
Sterke ondersteuning vraagt meer dan financiering alleen

Think E

Energiegemeenschappen kunnen een krachtige motor zijn voor een eerlijke transitie,
maar ondersteuningsprogramma's brengen ook risico's met zich mee. Zonder doordachte
randvoorwaarden kunnen goedbedoelde interventies bestaande ongelijkheden
versterken of leiden tot modellen die financieel moeilijk vol te houden zijn.

Matteliseffect: De meest georganiseerde, kapitaalkrachtige of goed geinformeerde groepen vinden
het snelst hun weg naar steun, terwijl kwetsbare of minder zichtbare gemeenschappen achterblijven.

Q Subsidie-afhankelijkheid: initiatieven groeien soms enkel zolang projectmiddelen beschikbaar
zijn. Zonder duurzaam verdienmodel vallen werking, begeleiding of opschaling stil.

Q Beperkte capaciteit: Vrijwilligers, lokale besturen en burgercollectieven botsen vaak op tijdsdruk,
complexe governance en een gebrek aan juridische, technische of administratieve ondersteuning.
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Oplossing: onderbouwde inzichten
Betrouwbare data is essentieel
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Not to lobby for a particular outcome to public policy, but to ensure
that the decisions made by politicians and the views held
by those who influence them so far as possible take on board

scientific insights relevant to the matter in hand.

Peter Collins, The Role of Academies in Advising National Governments (InterAcademy Panel on International Issues, September 1998)

S . “We found that, in 2024, the Commission relied on

an ad hoc inventory of energy communities
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compiled by a contractor to track the number of

Energiegemeenschappen energy communities. This inventory includes
Het potentieel ervan moet nog worden benut

communities not established under the EU
definitions, such as about 700 energy cooperatives
in the Netherlands (see paragraph 19), and

collective self- consumption organisational
concepts, for example in Poland. [...]. The
Commission is aware of these drawbacks, and plans
to correct the inventory through the Citizen Energy
Advisory Hub, an EU initiative providing technical
assistance to citizens and local stakeholders such as

energy communities.”
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Advancing citizen energy
initiatives in the EU

Focusing on achieving affordable energy,
increasing access to renewable technologies,
and improving energy efficiency, CEAH will
support initiatives with activities such as:

* Renewable energy production and storage
* Energy sharing and peer-to-peer trading

* Energy efficiency improvements

* Effective demand response

e Climate dialogues

* Energy information sessions
citizens-energy.ec.europa.eu

Who will CEAH support?

CEAH aims here to help everyone participate in a
socially fair and inclusive energy transition.

: Municipalities and
Households Small Businesses local authorities

Energy ) Social Economy sallsale NGO's
Communities Actors

—a
ey
—

__—’——’%

a4
=“;

T 4

European
Commission

ENERGY

ADVISORY HUB

LY Bl

Overcoming challenges for citizen

energy

Citizens face barriers and challenges to participating

in energy initiatives.
To help address these, CEAH will:

Support and inspire the development of

energy communities

Aid local actors to create enabling conditions

in local energy systems

Build capacity for a range of stakeholders

‘ Financing and economic barriers

B 0@ Shortages in capacity and expertise

3
@ Inclusion of vulnerable groups

( Inconsistent national implementation
Q Lack of enabling legal frameworks

Lack of information on participation options

Lack of trust and participation
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Activity
Between April 2025 and December 2025, * Production for selling to the market .
we worked on and ¢ Self-consumption (individual/collective) or energy sharing
on citizen energy initiatives. * Storage )

* Aggregation....
Buul.dlng on database of ESPON-TANDEM S
project o

* Energy communities (REC/CEC)

* SMEs

* Small NGOs, non-for-profit organisations or social economy
actors (whether individual or in group)

e Citizens...

Characteristics

e Social inclusion, diversity
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* Thousands of energy communities exist in Europe, but many are on paper (not active, but registered)
¢ Different definitions and statutes in every country, no standardisation across EU
* Unclear regulation can lead to initiatives not in-line with EU definitions
* Diversity in forms of energy communities, some pre-dated EU definitions (e.g. Greece)
» Citizen participation is not always present
* Purpose of initiatives can sometimes be purely profit
e Data availability and quality is inconsistent across EU
* Regulator and/or DSO oversight and monitoring (e.g. Belgium, Austria)
¢ Other organisations (NGOs) take the initiative to monitor when there is no regulator involvement (e.g. Hier.nu in the
Netherlands)
* Energy communities face technical barriers (limited grid capacity), financial (Limited funds) and
administrative (complicated administrative procedures and unclear legal definitions)
10
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CITIZEN 172
Map of
citizen
energy

projects

now live

https://citizens-energy.ec.europa.eu/knowledge-hub/maps-citizen-energy-projects_en
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